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The story of the 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm is one of the most terrible man-
ifestations of the senselessness of the Nazi policy of elimination of the Jewish peo-
ple. 20 children taken from all over Europe, deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, sub-
jected to pointless medical experiments, tormented with lies and transported, when
the war was almost over, to the other end of Europe, to be further tort u red and final-
ly killed and cremated. A folly. A folly that today can only have the sense of being
the most important monument to memory and meditation. It is almost a cliché
today to say we must “remember so as not to repeat”. In this case we will say more :
“ remember for re m e m b e r i n g ’s sake”. Because Georges-André, Jacqueline, W. ,
Roman, Lelka, Edo, Marek, Eduard, Bluma, Surcis, Ruchla, Alexander, Sergio, H.,
Lea, Riwka, Roman, Marek, Eleonora and Mania deserve at least to survive in the
m e m o ry of all of us. That is why we have decided to launch a project that had lived
for many years in the great heart of Maria Pia Bernicchia, the creation of a Memo-
rial Garden in Jerusalem, in the Israel Goldstein Village of Alaith Hanoar, located in
the centre of Jerusalem, created to welcome the children who survived the Shoah
and today a home for thousands of new young immigrants in Israel who have show
p a rticular artistic abilities.

E v e ry year millions of visitors will remember “our” children when they see the white
rose garden, which you too, by purchasing this book, have contributed to cre a t i n g .

A n d rea Jarach, Editore
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To the children a hug

for all the stolen childhoods

for the broken bonds

for the cut flowers

for the journeys with no re t u rn

for all the “human-projects” ever re a l i z e d

for all the wounds of abandonment

for all the cold

for all the fear

for all the hatre d

for all the hunger

for all the non-love…

B u l l e n h us erD a m m
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The 20c h i l d ren of

My name is Maria Pia Bernicchia. I was born and live in
Ve rona. I have studied foreign languages and I have taught Ger-
man language, culture and civilization for over thirty years.
School has been my true passion. I was twenty years old and it
was 1966, when at the camp in Dachau, where I had gone on
a visit with the University of Munich where I was studying, a
dramatic scene opened up before me. It was there that I pro m-
ised myself I would keep the dead alive … since then I have
begun re s e a rch and investigations, I have followed training
courses, I have become passionate about Jewish culture, lan-
guage and history. “Memory” has become the theme of my life.
“ M e m o ry” understood as the strong urge to re m e m b e r, as a
commitment to re c o n s t ruct broken lives from shreds of memo-
ries, as a patient attempt to knot together torn threads, to
replant cut flowers… The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm
have stolen my heart. I have spent days and nights with them.
20 children, a perfect group for those who, like me, have spent
their lives developing educational projects; 10 males and 10
females. In my mind I sat in the middle of them and listened to

Introduction

their story: never has tragedy been gre a t e r. And so that they are
not forgotten, so that time does not take them away, I have put
the jigsaw of their young lives back together.
With this “little book” I have tried to give back the hugs denied
to the 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm.
The journey I offer you is a horrific one; there is no room for
hope. Unfort u n a t e l y, I will take you so far into hell that you will
feel you have no air; I will force you to feel the weight of a ro p e
that… Ask yourselves, please, how it was possible, but don't
run away. This is reality: it was possible…
This book is the route of the slaughterer in reverse: the slaugh-
t e rer destroys and I put back together, he hates and I love, he
strangles and I hug, for him evil is normal, for me goodness is.
This book is the expression of the value of the name, which Jew-
ish culture has taught me. The name re p resents vital energy; it
is the breath of potential, it is belonging, it is synonymous with
existence. That's why I wanted to call my 20 yeladim, my 20
c h i l d ren, by name. For me this book is a small memorial, a
small Yad Va s h e m .
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B u l l e n h us erD a m m

Part one: the children

The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm.
Here are their names, dates and places of birth.

What they have in common is not their language,
not their social class… but their religion:

the 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm are Jewish.
Here they are: ten males and ten females.
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Part one: the children 11The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm10

Georges-André
Kohn

(French)
born in Paris

on 23 April 1932
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Jacqueline 
Morgenstern

(French)
born in Paris

on 26 May 1932
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

W.
Junglieb

(Yugoslavian?)
born in?
? 1932

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Roman 
Zeller 
(Polish)
born in?
? 1932

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Lelka 
Birnbaum 

(Polish)
born in?
? 1932

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Eduard (Edo)
Hornemann 

(Dutch)
born in Eindhoven
on 1 January 1933
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Marek 
Steinbaum

(Polish)
born in Radom

? 1934
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Eduard
Reichenbaum 

(Polish)
born in Kattowitz

on 15 November
1934

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Bluma (Blumele) 
Mekler
(Polish)
born in?
? 1934

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Surcis 
Goldinger 

(Polish)
born in?
? 1934

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Ruchla (Rachele)
Zylberberg

(Polish)
born in Zawichost

on 6 May 1936
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Alexander (Lexje)
Hornemann

(Dutch)
born in Eindhoven
on 31 May 1936
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Sergio 
de Simone

( I t a l i a n )
b o rn in Naples

on 29 November 1937
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

H. 
Wasserman 

(Polish)
born in?
? 1937

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Lea 
Klygerman

(Polish)
born in Ostrowicz

? 1937
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Riwka 
Herszberg

( P o l i s h )
b o rn in ZdunskaWo l a

On 7 June 1938
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Roman 
Witonski 
(Polish)

born in Radom
on 8 June 1938

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Marek 
James
(Polish)

born in Radom
on 17 March 1939
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Eleonora 
Witonski
( P o l i s h )

b o rn in Radom
on 16 September

1 9 3 9
died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Mania 
Altmann 
(Polish)

born in Radom
? June 1940

died in Hamburg
on 20 April 1945

Family album

The 20c h i l d ren of
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Part one: the children 13

B u l l e n h us erD a m m

The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm12

On 17 August 1944, at 4 pm, from the French station of
Drancy-Le Bourget, the six wagons departed that form e d

train no. 1697. In the front ones were the officers of the SS,
Commander Alois Brünner, the Grüne Polizei… The last wagon
was a cattle wagon. Crowded in it were 51 Jews, among them
seven members of the Kohn family: father, mother, four chil-
d ren and the 80-year-old grandmother. Alois Brünner knew the
Kohn family well. Armand Kohn was a relative of Rothschild
the banker and manager of the Baron de Rothschild hospital in
Paris, at the time the largest hospital in France. During the Ger-
man occupation of France, Armand Kohn concealed many Jews
t h e re. Armand Kohn trusted in help from Brünner, but early in
the morning on 28 July 1944 the latter, accompanied by two SS
o fficers, range the doorbell at Kohn’s house. With false polite-
ness he said: Bitte, packen Sie Ihre Sachen. Sie werd e n
d e p o rt i e rt. Sie haben eine Stunde Zeit (“Please, pre p a re your
things. You will be deported. You have one hour”). In the stre e t
a bus was waiting for them, which took them to the concentra-
tion camp in Drancy and from there on 17 August they were
taken to the station: destination unknown, no re t u rn ticket …
On 21 August, after a hellish three-day journ e y, Philippe and
Rose-Marie, together with a few other prisoners, managed to
make an opening in the wagon and escaped. Armand the father
opposed the idea […].

Memories of the early childhood of the “20
children” and their tragic destiny in Birkenau

A happy family. Armand Kohn with his wife and children Philippe, 
Antoinette and Rose-Marie.
The photo was taken shortly before the birth of Georges.

Georges-André Kohn is the small one on the left, with his brother
and sisters, Rose-Marie, Philippe and Antoinette.
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“That was the first and only time I ever disobeyed him”,
says Philippe.

Armand Kohn wrote a note and threw it out of the cattle
wagon; that note was picked up and has been handed down
to our memory: “we are all being deported. They are surely
taking us to Germany. Do something… inform the Interna-
tional Red Cross… Goodbye…”. Armand Kohn was to end
up in Buchenwald, from where he was to return very ill;
Georges, his mother, his sister Antoinette and his 80-year-
old grandmother were separated on the unloading ramp at
Auschwitz-Birkenau. His grandmother immediately went to
the gas chamber; his mother and Antoinette were later
deported from Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen, where they
starved to death.

Georges-André Kohn was sent to hut 11 at Birkenau,
the children’s hut.
He was to be one of the 20 children of B u l l e n-
huser Damm.

The children of Bullenhuser Damm were norm a l
c h i l d ren; they came from normal families… The only
“rich” one was Georges Kohn. He was the oldest of “our
c h i l d ren”; he was to be the first to die.

G e o rges worked on the Rollwagen, in the transport cre w.
The work involved hauling a wagon loaded with clothing,

Part one: the children 15

The 20c h i l d ren of

The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm14

coal, firewood or other goods; the boys were bridled to the
wagon like horses. Those who worked on the Rollwagen
w e re doing the job of a beast of burden. We have infor-
mation about Georges in Birkenaus from the physician
Louis Micard of Rouen, who survived the camp.
We hear of the great suffering of Georges, of his pain over
his separation from his mother and family. The doctor tried
to console him by delivering the messages that Georges
wrote to his mother, then no more news arrived from the
Frauenlager, the women's camp, and that silence spoke for
itself. Then the freezing cold arrived; luckily Georges had a
warm coat and - something very rare thing - heavy shoes...
he no doubt managed to pilfer that precious find from the
piles of stuff he transported from the crematorium to the
railway station.

Yehuda Bacon also tells about the Rollwagen. Deported in
September 1942 to Theresienstadt at the age of 13, he
was to end up at Birkenau in the family camp in late
1943. When in July 1944 this part of the camp was
wound up, Yehuda was sent to work on the Rollwagen...
“The Rollwagen was a wagon that was pulled by boys
instead of horses, so we could find out what was happen-
ing in the camp because we went around continually, also
to the Frauenlager and the Krematorium... I re m e m b e r ” ,
continues Yehuda, “that in winter once the Kapo (a guard
chosen from among the prisoners) said: ‘Boys, if you want
to warm up a bit, go to the gas chamber. There is no one
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Part one: the children 17

B u l l e n h us erD a m m

The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm16

Georges-André Kohn on the day of his First Communion. 
The Kohn family had converted to Catholicism, but this
did not enable them to escape the Nazi fascist persecution.

inside now’ That was how we came to see the gas cham-
bers, the ovens, the whole installation, particularly under-
g round Krematorium2...”. Yehuda Bacon made this depo-
sition on 30 October 1964 during the Frankfurt e r
A u s c h w i t z - P rozess. His description of the gas chambers
and the extermination process coincided with what was
said by camp commandant, Höss, who defined the exter-
mination machine as a “great invention, we had gas…
finally the mass executions, the blood bath, were avoid-
ed”. Extermination became a “clean” operation.
Yehuda Bacon survived Theresienstadt, Birkenau, the
death march…. He was liberated on 5 May 1945 at the
KZ Gunskirchen near Linz in Austria, a sub-camp of
Mauthausen. He immediately began to paint what he saw,
what he felt.
Yehuda Bacon was to become one of the great painters of
the second half of the 20th century. Today he says: “Meine
Bilder haben mich gerettet” (my pictures saved me).

After their escape from the cattle wagon, Philippe and
Rose-Marie, together with the other fugitives, found shel-
ter in the cellar of Saint-Quentin station. There they
remained for eleven days until the liberation, on 2 Sep-
tember 1944.

Rose-Marie died young, of cancer. Philippe Kohn is Pre s-
ident of the “Children of Bullenhuser Damm” Association.
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Part one: the children 19The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm18

Jacqueline Morgenstern in Paris.

The Morgenstern family. Little Jacqueline is in the arms of her mother,
Suzanne; on the left is father Karl; at the centre the two grandmothers and on
the right uncle Leopold with his wife Dorothea, the sole survivor, who tells: “We
lived in the Jewish quarter of Belleville in Paris after fleeing from Czernowitz
in 1928 to escape from the rampant anti-Semitism. Suzanne was Parisian. My
husband and his brother Karl were hairdressers. They opened a large salon
near Place de la République at no. 8 Rue Beaurepoire… We were a large
family… When the war broke out the salon was closed… then it reopened…
there were many customers, even German soldiers and German ladies… We
were not afraid yet; after all, we were French. In late July 1943 we were forced
to sell the salon for a modest sum so as not to risk ending up in the camp in
Drancy. That is how our hell began; no work, no home… Karl and Suzanne
found a room in Marseilles, in Avenue Lientaud 160. But they were discovered
by the police… Someone had reported them”. On 15 May 1944, at midday,
Jacqueline, aged 12, was at home alone; she was doing her homework. The
police arrived. The SS asked where her mother was. “She’s at work”,
Jacqueline replied. “Do you know where?” “Yes”. They put her in the car… they
took her mother; they took them home to pack their bags, then they went to
collect Karl from work, but he was not there… In the street, from the police car,
Jacqueline saw her father… and the child’s love made her cry out “daddy!”…
So all three were taken to the camp in Drancy and from there, on 20 May 1944,
they were loaded onto the train for Auschwitz. In that transport there were
1,200 people, 191 aged less than 19. From that transport 108 women and 49
men returned. The three Morgensterns did not  return.

The 20c h i l d ren of
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm20

O n the page opposite a special memento of Jacqueline.
On 12 March 1943 Jacqueline, who attended the Jew-

ish school in Belleville, wrote a composition entitled Le
vieux mendiant (“The old beggar”): “Taking the under-
ground to go to my grandmother’s I met a beggar…”.
The mark it received was 6 and a half.

Jacqueline’s aunt, Dorothea, was saved from deportation by
hiding with the name of Madame X in the house of a female
physician, Dr Bréton. Her children had been entrusted to the
O.S.E., a rescue association, and they were to return healthy
and safe after the liberation in November 1944; her hus-
band Leopold and Jacqueline’s father, Karl, were to die in
Dachau; Jacqueline’s mother, Suzanne, died in Auschwitz.
The 78 children of the Jewish school in Belleville were all
deported to Auschwitz. Just one survived.

Small, sweet Jacqueline Morgenstern was one of
the group of 20 children of Bullenhuser
Damm.

A touching speech was made by Jacqueline’s cousin, Henri
Morgenstern, one of Aunt Dorothea’s children, in Hamburg
in June 1979 during the trial of Arnold Strippel, one of the
killers of the children of Bullenhuser Damm: “It is a real
miracle that we are here today. It is almost unbelievable that
there are till some of us who can raise this protest, because
almost all the Jews have been exterminated… In truth, as

Photocopy of a composition by Jacqueline Morgenstern coming from
the museum of Neuengamme. Jacqueline’s writing is part of her…
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm22

r

n

Roman Zeller and Lelka Birnbaum also left the
children’s hut in Birkenau and joined the group of
Bullenhuser Damm. There are no photographs left
of their childhood; we know only that they are Polish. We
have no other information to get to know them better, and
for this reason, we perhaps feel it is right to reserve a special
“hug” for them. All that is left of them are the photos taken
by the Nazi executioners!

No information on the little Junglieb, we only know that his
name began with the letter W. We do not know with any cer-
tainty what his country of origin was, but he was probably
born in 1932 in Yugoslavia. These are the few notes on W.
Junglieb, one of the 20 children of the
group of Bullenhuser Damm. 

you know well, Germany today is judenrein (free of Jews),
or almost. This clean country, with its magnificent lawns,
fields and woods, also contemplated the extermination of
the Jews as an act of cleansing: before you took us, us Jews,
into the gas chambers, you told us, with a smile: ‘you must
be cleaned. Have a good shower!’
Look at Strippel; this murderer, who doesn’t even have the
courage to look me in the eye, is a killer of children!
He hanged my cousin Jacqueline, who was 12 years old, and
with her 19 other children in the cellar of the Bullenhuser
Damm school in Hamburg in 1945. Look at him… These
people are dangerous. Condemn him! Condemn the
murderers! These people still have their hands dirty
with our blood; he must be put behind bars for the rest
of his life, because these murderers could start again at
any time. We don't want revenge, we want justice!”
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm24

L The Hornemann family lived in Holland, in Eind-
hoven… “My sister Elisabeth, whom we called Bep,

and Flip, her husband – says Ans, Edo and Lexje’s aunt –
worked at Philips. They lived at 29 Staringstraat, on the
corner near the butcher’s… Edo was very intelligent; he
asked himself a lot of questions about life and he talked
about these with me… Lexje was the opposite of his broth-
er; he was very funny… Mrs Demaureux, who lived in the
same street, never forgot the politeness of Edo, who one day
asked her if he could pick some flowers from her garden…
when he grew up, Edo wanted to be a doctor… Lexje a
cook. One day he received a gift of a chef’s hat and he went
around with a large spoon in his hand asking ‘What do you
want to eat?’. Lexje was always happy; he was even proud
of the Star of David that he was forced to wear stitched to
his chest … But fear got to him too; in fact he began bed-
wetting again at night … The racial persecution became
increasingly violent; on 25 August 1942 the Hornemann
family had their home expropriated … They had to hur-
riedly seek a residence; meanwhile rumours were going
around that the Jews would all be deported to the concen-
tration camps. On 18 August 1943 the SS entered the
Philips factory in Eindhoven and ordered: ‘All the Jews
climb onto the truck!... The news reached the city’s streets,
prompting many wives to run to their men… Flip told Bep
to hide, but she chose to follow him to the camp in Vught
with their children!” On 3 June 1944 the 400 Jews from
Philips with their wives and children were loaded onto cat-

Summer 1938. Philip Carel Hornemann, known as Flip, on the beach
with his children Eduard (Edo) on his shoulders and Alexander (Lexje)
in his arm s .
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm26

Lexje and Edo with their mother Elisabeth, known as Bep.

Edo and Lexje playing with a toy.Lexje in the garden.
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm28

aAnother member of the group of 20 chil-
d ren of Bullenhuser Damm w a s M a re k
S t e i n b a u m, Polish, from Radom, the son of Mania and
Rachmil. In the first week of October 1944 the whole fami-
ly was deported to Auschwitz. His father, Rachmil, and
Marek’s uncle were then transferred to Dachau, while moth-
er Mania and Marek remained at Auschwitz-Birkenau. On
27 November his mother saw Marek in a group of children
who were leaving the camp… she waved at him… A few
days later she was deported to Theresienstadt. After the lib-
eration, father and mother Steinbaum, who had survived,
began their desperate, vain search for their little Marek.

tle wagons, destination Auschwitz! Philip Hornemann died
on 21 February 1945 in Sachsenhausen, where he had
arrived after a stay in Dachau, with the “death march” that
set off on 17 January from Auschwitz, with temperatures of
20 degrees below zero… Flip froze or perhaps starved to
death, or perhaps they shot him… Mother Bep died of
typhus fever in October 1944 in Auschwitz.
Edo and Lexje Hornemann remained at Birkenau in
the children’s hut; then they joined the group of
20 children of Bullenhuser Damm.
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm30

E Eduard Reichenbaum was the son of a chartered
accountant and a representative of German and Polish

book publishers. At home they spoke German and Polish.
We know about the family from Jitzhak, Eduard’s older
brother, who survived and went to live in Haifa. Their moth-
er Sabina came from a family of tradesmen. “Our tragedy
began with the occupation of Poland; first we were taken to
Blizyn labour camp and then, on 1 August 1944, to the
extermination camp in Auschwitz. We were separated on the
unloading ramp at Auschwitz-Birkenau: I was sent to the
men’s camp, my brother Eduard remained with our mother
in the women’s camp until mid-November 1944”. On 23
November 1944 Sabina Reichenbaum left Auschwitz with a
transport of women bound for Germany, to Lippstadt to
work in a munitions factory. Sabina Reichenbaum was num-
ber 81. Number 80 on this list was Mania Herszberg,
Riwka’s mother. Sabina survived the camp and went to
Israel; her husband died: he was shot during the “death
march” that was to take him from Auschwitz to Germany.
Little Eduard Reichenbaum ended up in the chil-
dren’s hut, then... among the 20 children of
Bullenhuser Damm.

Other news on the Reichenbaum family is in the appendix to
the text (on page 98), where the entire deposition made by
Jitzhak Reichenbaum to the Museum of Auschwitz, rivisited
and corrected by Jitzhak himself in June 2008.

E d u a rd Reichenbaum in Katowice with his father and brother Jitzhak.
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The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm32

B luma Mekler, known as Blumele, and Surcis Goldinger
were Polish. We only have fragmentary details on

them… On 3 August 1944 a transport arrived at Auschwitz
f rom Ostrowicz in Poland. In that load was Surc i s
Goldinger, who was tattooed with the number A 16918.
Ester Klygerman also arrived in the same transport, from
the same town, with her two children, Lea and Rifka. They
lived at no. 30 Koscielna Street… They were immediately
tattooed, the mother with number A 16958, Lea with num-
ber A 16959, Rifka with A 16960. The children were to end
up in hut 11 at Birkenau.
Blumele Mekler, Surcis Goldinger and Lea
Klygerman were to become children of
Bullenhuser Damm.

We have received new information on Blumele’s family,
which is shown on page 108.

Ruchla Zylberberg in 1940 in the yard at no. 10 Gleboka Street in Zawichost.

R uchla and Ester’s father, Nison Zylberberg, came from
a large family of footwear manufacturers. When the

Germans invaded Poland in September 1939, the Jew-hunt-
ing began … Father Nison sought shelter across the border,
in Russia. With him went his brother Henryk with his wife
Felicja and other Jews. “It was the month of November

impa_01-47_gb  3-07-2008  10:43  Pagina 32



Part one: the children 35

The 20c h i l d ren of 

The 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm34

Fajga Zylberberg with her children, Rachele, known as Ruchla, and
little Ester, together with other acquaintances. All were to be
exterminated at Auschwitz.

1939” – Felicja tells the story – “We escaped across the bor-
der... A farmer accompanied us… I was expecting a child;
Maxim was born in Gorki hospital in July 1940”. Fajga Zyl-
berberg and her children waited for her husband to find a
house before joining him in Russia. With the passing days,
however, it became increasingly difficult to obtain the doc-
uments for expatriation… For Fajga and her children, Ester
and Ruchla, the gates of Auschwitz were opened wide. On
the unloading ramp the awful separation happened: the
mother and little Ester were immediately sent to the gas
chamber, while Ruchla Zylberberg ended up in the
children’s hut at Birkenau. An even more tragic destiny was
to be reserved for her: she was to join the group
of 20 children of Bullenhuser Damm. 

At the end of the war, her father Nison desperately looked
for his wife and daughters in Poland, in Germany… In the
end, in despair, he emigrated to America, living, poor and
sick, as a cobbler in New York. Uncle Henryk and Felicja
were to live for years in Germany, in Hamburg - unbeliev-
ably – precisely where their little niece Ruchla had been
killed, without knowing anything until 1979!
Another of Ruchla’s uncles was to live in Hamburg… He was
to have a child in Hamburg, Michael. Michael would go to
school, study history, the history of Prussia, the history of the
G e rman wars, the history of the Third Reich, but he would not
study the history of the children of Bullenhuser Damm. Why
not? Wo n d e red Jozef, the uncle of Ruchla Zylberberg .
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Se rgio de Simone was Italian. He was born on 29 Novem-
ber 1937 in Naples. He was the pride and joy of his moth-

er Gisella, who was called “the Jewess” by her mother- i n - l a w
and her husband’s relatives. With the racial laws and then the
w a r, which forced her husband Edoard, a captain, to depart ,
Gisella decided to re t u rn to her childhood home in Fiume.
H e re life seemed peaceful; Sergio played with Andra and
Tatiana, his beloved cousins; there were his uncles, his grand-
mother Rosa. But the spectre of racial persecution advanced
with its dark shadow. Fear was in the air; no kinderg a rten for
the children, no state school for the Jews, no work, nothing at
all! Then they burned the synagogue, leaving an acrid smell of
death in the air, then the notification, then the man “with the
long black coat” and grandmother Rosa pleading, crying. The
tears were no use; the whole Farberow Perlow Bucci De
Simone family was forced out of their home. Andra and
Tatiana had just had chickenpox, and were convalescing;
Andra still had a fever. For her, for every b o d y, there was the
Risiera di San Sabba concentration camp and then convoy
2 5 T, destination Auschwitz; it was 29 March 1944. It was the
night of 4 April when they were unloaded onto the ramp of
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Here the selection began; grandma Rosa
was immediately sent to the right, loaded onto a truck and
sent to the gas chamber. Mother Mira with the children Andra
and Tatiana went on foot to Birkenau, with them aunt Gisella
and her beloved Sergio. All were tattooed. Mira stepped for-
w a rd first… from that moment she would be number 76482,
Andra 76483, Tatiana 76484. Aunt Gisella would also becomeSergio de Simone in Naples.
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a number, 765516, Sergio would be 179614. That same night
S e rgio and his cousins were separated from their mothers and
sent to the childre n ’s hut, hut 11. Serg i o ’s name appears in a
r a re medical re p o rt, one of the few documents that has not
been destroyed (in fact, before abandoning the exterm i n a t i o n
camp on 17 January 1945, the SS burned all evidence of what
had happened at Auschwitz-Birkenau). The document is
dated 14 May 1944, and re p o rts a throat examination carr i e d
out on Sergio… it is signed by Dr Mengele… It is an import a n t
document because it confirms the presence of the “children of
Bullenhuser Damm” in the camp at Birkenau. Gisella re t u rn e d
f rom that hell, as did her sister Mira; the girls Andra and
Tatiana also re t u rned … Sergio did not re t u rn; he was
deceived by the man in black who did so much evil to him. But
for his mother Gisella, Sergio was not dead. “He is so beauti-
ful” – she would say – “no one would dare hurt such a beau-
tiful child”.
He was to remain forever in a garden of white roses in the
museum-school of Bullenhuser Damm.
Sergio de Simone is one of the “our” 20
c h i l d re n

H. Wa s s e rman - for her too just a letter instead of a name
- has not left us even a photograph, or a place of birt h …
nothing. We only know that she was born in Poland in
1937. H. Wasserman is among the children
of Bullenhuser Damm. There is a beautiful park
in Hamburg that bears her name: H. Wasserman Park.

Sergio in Fiume, between cousins Andra and Tatiana.

A very rare document, signed by Dr Mengele, the angel of
death, attesting to the swab applied to the young Sergio in
Auschwitz, on 14 May 1944.
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R iwka was deported to Auschwitz with her mother
Mania and her father Moishe in late October 1943.

From the unloading ramp they were sent to the camp for
families. It would appear that an SS officer, on seeing Riwka
on the unloading ramp, was struck by her beauty and tried
all he could to prevent the family from being sent to the gas
chamber… This fact is very strange: in that period, in fact,
all the children were immediately sent to the gas chambers
and killed. It seems that every day the officer would take the
little girl with him on horseback, since, he said, she resem-
bled his daughter so much. For a time the little girl
remained with her parents, then her mother and father were
transferred to a labour camp and Riwka to the children’s
hut in Birkenau. On 23 November 1944, her mother Mania
departed for Lippstadt in Germany, where she worked in a
munitions factory. She was number 80 on the list of this
transport of women.
Mania survived the imprisonment: it was 1 April 1945 when
the American troops liberated the 730 women held in Kau-
nitz camp, between Lippstadt and Bielefeld…
For years Mania looked in vain for her child… Riwka
Herszberg is one of the 20 children of Bul-
lenhuser Damm. 

Riwka Herzberg of Zdunska-Wola in Poland.
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I t was 21 March 1943, the day of the Jewish festival of
Purim. In the ghetto of Radom there was a round-up of

intellectuals: physicians, teachers, chemists had to hand
themselves in … they were all loaded onto trucks and taken
with their families to the Jewish cemetery of Szydlowiec.
There the SS began to shoot; Dr Seweryn Witonski was
killed before the eyes of his children, Roman and Eleonora;
their mother grabbed them and ran and hid behind a head-
stone… they were found immediately … but at that moment
the order reached the SS: Feuer einstellen! (“Cease fire!”).
The survivors were gathered together, taken to the truck
and sent to Radom. The children’s mother Rucza tells that
on that sad day of 21 March 1943 100 Jewish intellectuals
were slaughtered. The various Bluhms, Boettchers, Wein-
richs and Schippers in the slaughter were never sentenced…
From the day when Roman and Eleonora saw their father
killed, they lived in fear. They were two beautiful children,
they were good… After his father’s death, Roman repeated
to his mother: “don’t worry, when I grow up, I’ll work and
I’ll make sure you never want for anything….”.

Rucza, Roman and Eleonora were deported to Auschwitz.
They arrived there on 31 July 1944 with a transport com-
ing from Pionki camp, which contained around 3000 peo-
ple. Of these, after selection on the unloading ramp, 1000
were sent to the gas chambers; 1147 men, 817 women and
children entered the camp as prisoners. Among them were
Rucza and her two children, Roman and Eleonora.

The only photo that remains of Roman Witonski
shows him with his mother, Rucza, in summer
1940 in the woods at Rajec near Radom.
Roman’s father was the much-loved and
respected paediatrician Seweryn Witonski.
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Marek James in his father Adam’s arms.

R ucza tells: “In Birkenau I entered the camp for fami-
lies, which was empty. Two days earlier there were

Hungarian Jews there, who had been sent to the gas cham-
bers. With the subsequent transports other Hungarian Jew-
ish women and children arrived… they too were sent to the
gas chambers… I had the number A 15158, Eleonora A
15159, Roman A 15160. I saw my children for the last time
in November 1944”. Rucza would be saved and would look
for her children all over Europe … It was only in 1982 that
she came to know that Roman and Eleonora Witon-
ski were two of the 20 children of Bullen-
huser Damm.

T he James family lived in Radom, not far from the
Witonski family … They arrived in Auschwitz on 1

August 1944. Marek was tattooed with the number B 1159
and sent to the children’s hut. Marek James is a
child of Bullenhuser Damm.
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T he parents of Mania Altmann were called Shir and
Pola. Uncle Chaim Altmann, who survived Auschwitz,

tells: “Mania was very sweet and she was adored by her
mum and dad. Her mother tried to hide her, to protect her…
but in Auschwitz she was torn away from her. Her father
Shir died in Mauthausen; her mother Pola saw her little
Mania for the last time in August 1944. Pola survived
Auschwitz, emigrated to America and until her death hoped
that Mania would return…”. Instead… Mania Altmann
was in the group of 20 children of Bul-
lenhuser Damm.

Mania Altmann in the ghetto in Radom.
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